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Methodology: We drove every public roadway in the HOA. Visibility varied depending on vegetation 
type (low bushes or trees). We walked the publicly accessible interior horse trails (those not along 
roadways). We also walked portions of Tanque Verde Wash. We did not enter the interior of any private 
property, only buffelgrass and fountain grass that was visible from the roadways and horse trails was 
surveyed. We prepared two maps, a Distribution map and a Density map. Both maps show location of 
buffelgrass and fountain grass but the Density map differentiates between low density (1-10% cover) 
and higher density (over 50% cover). 

Points and Polygons: Points and Polygons were mapped where we found buffelgrass and fountain 
grass. Points indicate one plant or just a few plants. Polygons indicate there were more than a few 
plants found. Polygons do not necessarily mean that entire area was covered with buffelgrass. Most of 
the polygons had relatively low densities with plants spread throughout (refer to Density map).

Parcels: On the maps parcels were given a “Present” or “Absent” rating. This rating only indicates 
whether buffelgrass or fountain grass plants were on the property and does not indicate amount. A 
particular parcel could have one plant and have a “Present” rating.  

Most of the properties did not show any evidence of buffelgrass or fountain grass. We found one 
location with a small Sahara mustard infestation (a noxious weed that is becoming more and more of a 
problem for Pima County). More information about Sahara mustard attached to email.

Notes: 

 The HOA has a large concentration of native grasses throughout, two of which, Arizona 
cottontop (Digitaria californica) and Plains bristlegrass (Setaria vulpiseta) can be confused 
with buffelgrass and were very prevalent. 

 Most of the buffelgrass and fountain grass we mapped was directly along roadways or washes 
with the majority found on Redington Road and on side streets coming off of it. 



 There are several properties with very large infestations of buffelgrass: Lots 68 and 69 have the 
largest infestation of buffelgrass and Lot 90 has a large infestation of mixed buffelgrass and 
fountain grass in the southwest corner. 

 There was evidence of herbicide treatment on a few properties in the HOA (Lots 106 and 107). 

 For the properties north of Redington Road and east of Camino Cascabel the buffelgrass 
infestations tucked at the base of the rocks on the hills are a major concern. If not addressed 
these patches will be a constant source of seeds and re-infestation. Since the patches are not in 
proximity to any structures, applying an herbicide would be the most cost-effective and easiest 
method for killing the buffelgrass. However, any treatment would have to wait until the 
buffelgrass greens up, the buffelgrass up there on the steep slopes has already begun going 
dormant.

 Buffelgrass growing in long, linear patches long Redington Road from Wentworth Road to 
Avenida Sorgo. While the areas west of Avenida Sorgo are not directly in your HOA the seeds 
are blowing across the road into your HOA. 

 In Pima County the homeowner is responsible for the land from the lot line to the pavement. 
Likewise in the case of an easement, half of the easement abutting the property is the 
responsibility of the homeowner.

 Another buffelgrass issue that may be of concern to your residents is the disease called Big 
Head. It can cause serious problems for horses. Buffelgrass contains oxalates which bind 
calcium, rendering it unavailable for absorption thereby causing a nutritional imbalance. More 
info: http://www.hyfeed.com.au/hyfeed/health/big-head
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